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the adjoining French and former Italian Somaliland, the
kingdom of Abyssinia having been restored.

THE HIGH COMMISSION TERRITORIES
Partially or wholly embedded in the Union of South
Africa, the three High Commission territories of Bechuana-
land, Basutoland and Swaziland are still under direct Imperial
protection, though their affairs are dealt with through the
Dominions Office and not through the Colonial Office. The
High Commissioner for the territories is also the represen-
tative of the British Government in South Africa, and is
in turn represented in each territory by a Resident Com-
missioner.
Geographically and economically, the territories, especi-
ally the two latter, form part of tie Union system, and in
the South Africa Act of 1909 they were scheduled for
eventual transfer to that country, subject to consultation of
the wishes of the inhabitants. Conditions, however, have
greatly changed in the interim, and since the Statute of
Westminster of 1931, followed by the South Africa Status
Act of 1934, the Union has become completely independent
of the United Kingdom. The Selborne Committee of 1934
came to the conclusion that transfer could only be effected
by agreement between the British and Union Governments,
and though such transfer does not seem to require the
formal consent of the Protectorate peoples, their wishes
must certainly have great weight and it would be difficult
to evade the moral responsibility assumed when treaties
wese made with their chiefs taking the countries under
Imperial protection at their own request. The policy of
trusteeship implies that native interests must be regarded
as paramount in Colonial territories, and this must certainly
have its influence upon other African peoples.